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(1) Payment for tuition or fees must
be made in arrears and must be pro-
rated in installments over the school
year or the length of the course.

(2) An institution may be paid in ac-
cordance with paragraph (b) of this sec-
tion, if the institution operates on a
regular term, quarter, or semester
basis and normally accepts students
only at the beginning of the term,
quarter, or semester and if the institu-
tion is one of the following:

(i) An institution of higher learning
that uses a standard unit of credit rec-
ognized by accrediting associations.
Such institutions include those that
are members of recognized national or
regional educational accrediting asso-
ciations, and those that, although not
members of such accrediting associa-
tions, grant standard units of credit ac-
ceptable at full value without examina-
tion by collegiate institutions that are
members of national or regional ac-
crediting associations.

(ii) A public tax-supported institu-
tion.

(iii) An institution operated and con-
trolled by a State, county, or local
board of education.

(b) An institution that meets the ex-
ceptions of paragraph (a)(2) of this sec-
tion and that has a refund policy pro-
viding for a graduated scale of charges
for purposes of determining refunds
may be paid part or all such tuitions or
fees for a term, quarter, or other period
of enrollment immediately following
the date on which the refund expires.

(c) Proration of charges does not
apply to a fee for noncontinuing serv-
ice, such as a registration fee, etc.

(d) The period for which payment of
charges may be made is the period of
actual enrollment and is subject to the
following:

(1) The effective date is the date of
the trainee’s entrance into training
status, except that payment may be
made for an entire semester, quarter,
or term in institutions operating on
that basis if the trainee enters no later
than the final date set by the institu-
tion for enrolling for full credit.

(2) In those cases where the institu-
tion has not set a final date for enroll-
ing for full credit or does not set a date
acceptable to VA, payment may be pro-
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rated on the basis of attendance, re-
gardless of the refund policy.

(3) If an institution customarily
charges for the amount of credit or
number of hours of attendance for
which a trainee enrolls, payment may
be made on that basis when a trainee
enrolls after the final date permitted
for carrying full credit for the semester
or term.

871.208 Rehabilitation facilities.

Charges by rehabilitation facilities
for the rehabilitation services provided
under 38 U.S.C. Chapter 31 are paid in
the same manner as charges for edu-
cational and vocational services
through contract, agreement, or other
arrangement.

871.209 Records and reports.

Contracts, agreements, or arrange-
ments must provide for the number and
frequency of reports, adequate finan-
cial records to support payment for
each trainee, and maintenance of at-
tendance and progress records. Such
records must be preserved for a period
of three years.

871.210 Correspondence courses.

Contracts with institutions for cor-
respondence courses must provide for
the following:

(a) Major changes in courses or
course material are not binding on the
VA until a supplemental agreement to
the contract is negotiated.

(b) Minor changes in course or course
material not affecting the length of the
course or number of lessons and not
lowering the educational value of the
course or the quality of the course ma-
terial, such as revision of text, the sub-
stitution of a newer lesson for an older
one, or the substitution of equipment
of equal or greater value, are permitted
without supplemental agreements. The
institution must place such minor
changes and revisions on file with the
contracting officer at the time of the
change or revision.

(c) Trainees must be provided with
prompt and adequate lessons service
and, unless otherwise specified in the
contract, must be furnished the same
texts, lessons service, diplomas, and
other services as are normally provided
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for regularly enrolled non-veteran stu-
dents.

(d) All lessons must be adequately
serviced on an individual basis. Group-
ing of lessons into units or partial serv-
icing does not meet this requirement.

(e) Bach lesson must have a separate
examination that is adequate in terms
of lesson content.

(f) The training of persons under a
VA contract or the fact that the United
States is using the facilities of the in-
stitution for training veterans must
not be used in any way to advertise the
institution. References in the adver-
tising media or correspondence of the
institution shall be limited to a list of
courses under 38 U.S.C. Chapter 31 and
must not be directed or pointed specifi-
cally to veterans.

(g) The rates, fees, and charges must
not be in excess of those charged non-
veterans.

(h) Payment must be made on a les-
son-completed basis in areas for assign-
ments sent in by trainees and serviced
during a pay period as established by
the contract.

(i) Payment must be made only once
for each lesson even though it is nec-
essary to service a lesson more than
once.

871.211 Information concerning cor-
respondence courses.

Specific questions on correspondence
courses as to the content of courses,
academic credit, and entrance require-
ments for courses included in VA con-
tracts may be directed to the institu-
tions offering the courses.

871.212

Contracting officers must use the fol-
lowing clauses, as appropriate, in so-
licitations and contracts for vocational
rehabilitation and employment serv-
ices as they pertain to training and re-
habilitation services and contracts for
counseling services:

(a) 852-271-70 Nondiscrimination in
services provided to beneficiaries.

(b) 852.271-72 Time spent by counselee
in counseling process.

(c) 852.271-73 Use and publication of
counseling results.

(d) 852.271-74 Inspection.

(e) 852.271-75 Extension of contract
period.

Contract clauses.
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873.101 Policy.

The simplified acquisition procedures
set forth in this Department of Vet-
erans Affairs Acquisition Regulation
(VAAR) part apply to the acquisition
of health-care resources consisting of
commercial services or the use of med-
ical equipment or space. These proce-
dures shall be used in conjunction with
the Federal Acquisition Regulation
(FAR) and other parts of the VAAR.
However, when a policy or procedure in
the FAR or another part of the VAAR
differs from the procedures contained
in this part, this part shall apply.
These procedures contain more flexi-
bility than provided in the FAR or
elsewhere in the VAAR. (38 U.S.C. 8153)

873.102 Definitions.

Commercial service means a service,
except construction exceeding $2,000
and architect-engineer services, that is
offered and sold competitively in the
commercial marketplace, is performed
under standard commercial terms and
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